
How to complete the 2016 Scottish Church Census questionnaire

! Thank you very much for being willing to take part in the 2016 Scottish Church Census.

! If you are responsible for a church for which you have not received a form, please photocopy the form
before you fill it in or download an extra copy from www.scottishchurchcensus.com, and give us the
details of the church at question 3b.  Please complete a form for every church for which you are
responsible.

! If anything on the address label is wrong, please change it.  We apologise for the mistake.

! These instructions will help you to understand how to answer the various questions.  Some questions
are self-explanatory and are therefore not listed here.

! The enclosed A4 sheet may help you with answering the questions in the “People” section, namely,
questions 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13.  We suggest you photocopy it, cut up the slips and give one to each person
present on Census Sunday.  Ask every one to complete it during the service, and then arrange to collect
the slips either immediately or at the end of the service.  Counting up the number of responses on the
slips will make answering these questions much  easier.

! If we do not receive a completed questionnaire from you by early June we will send you a reminder so
if you can do it as soon as possible after 8  May we would be very grateful, as it will help to minimiseth

labour and postage costs.

! May 8  was chosen as Census Sunday because for most churches it will be an ‘average’ Sunday.  If byth

any chance it is a special day for your church please choose another more ‘normal’ Sunday as close to
this date as possible.  Saturday on the form is mainly for Catholic Saturday evening Mass or Seventh-
day Adventist churches.  Alternatively if your main worship service is on a weekday please complete the
form for that day instead.

Q1-4  Your Church
Q1 ‘Other Affiliation or Grouping’ is for example a New Church which is affiliated to Newfrontiers or one

of the more informal fellowships.  If your church is an LEP please list all the denominations involved.

Q3 If you have more than one church, multiple parishes in the Church of Scotland for example, we want
to make sure we do not miss any.  This question does not mean morning and evening congregations
held in the same building and which are part of the same church.

Q4 ‘Youth worker’ means one or more people working as part of the church’s ministry.  Please include
yourself if appropriate.  If you share your youth worker with other churches, please answer ‘YES, part-
time’. 

Q6-8 Sunday Attendance and Q9-13 People
Q6,9,10 THESE ARE THE KEY QUESTIONS!  Please do your best to answer them as accurately as

possible.  The information for questions 9 and 10a (as well as 11, 12 and 13) can be gathered
using the photo-copyable sheet.

Q7b If services are not held every week the numbers attending will be counted in the totals proportionately
to how often you meet.

Q8 These are meant to be services within a particular building for which you are responsible, such as early
morning communion, or a service for older people.  Please exclude services run by other organisations
or denominations which may rent or use your church on a Sunday.

Q11 These categories are the same as those used in Scotland’s Census 2011, so that the results can be
compared.

Q14 Ethos.  Please note that you may tick up to three of these descriptions.  If you wish to write in another,
please do not give your denomination as we already know that from question 1.

Q15 Mid-week.  By mid-week worship we mean activities which attenders might consider as ‘church’ so
it does not include prayer meetings, bible studies, home groups, etc.

Q18-24   Church and the Community and The Wider Church
These questions seek to explore some of the work of your church in the wider community. 

Last Box Your phone number and email will only be used in case of queries and will not be stored on our
database.  

If you have any questions please phone 01732 369 303 or email peter@brierleyres.com.

Thank you very much in advance.

http://www.brierleyconsultancy.com/londoncensus,
mailto:peter@brierleyres.com.

