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Eight ways of evaluating churchgoing

 
This booklet presents some key statistics about churchgoing in Britain.  They

relate to eight different factors – across time, across the country, across

different ages, by gender, by ethnicity, by the environment, by

denomination and by churchmanship.  

The overall picture presented is one of challenge for those working in the

UK over the next decade, as church people age (faster than the general

population in the UK), numbers drop, the cultural  framework within which

the church operates changes and the need for Spirit-filled and directed

leadership increases.

Is there no evidence of growth?  Yes, many churches are growing, both large

and small, both in urban and suburban areas.  Some rural churches are also

growing.  Pentecostal and Charismatic growth is making a significant

contribution.  We need to persevere, looking also for a fresh outpouring of

God’s Spirit. 

Peter Brierley

SOURCES: The majority of the statistics quoted in this booklet are taken from UK Church Statistics
No 3, 2018 Edition published by ADBC Publishers, Tonbridge, Kent in December 2017.
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Church Attendance over Time

Church attendance on an average Sunday
as percentage of the population, 1980 to 2030E

Total church attendance is declining and has been doing so for at least 50 years in
both England and Scotland.  While Scotland had almost twice as many pro rata in church than
England in 1980, it will have much the same percentage, if trends continue, by 2030.

Both graphs are across all denominations.  In both countries it is the major
denominations which are declining – the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the
Roman Catholic Church and the Methodists particularly.  Church membership is declining
along with attendance although membership claims a higher percentage of the population
(9.4% of adults in England in 2017 to 5.3% of churchgoers).

Throughout the UK there are 3 groups of small denominations which are growing:

! The immigrant churches, especially among the Chinese, Filipinos,
Koreans, Poles and Romanians

! The Black churches, especially the Redeemed Christian Church of God,
Church of Pentecost, Potters House Christian Fellowship,
Seventh-Day Adventists and the Kingsway International Christian
Church.

! Other churches, probably mostly with White attenders, like Messy Church,
Vineyard Churches and Hillsong.

# Give one specific way in which you might help the church
in your local area to grow and how it could be implemented
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                 Church Attendance by Gender

English churchgoers by gender, 1990, 2005 and 2020E

The graphs show the total number of English churchgoers by gender for three years,
15 years apart.  While they show reducing numbers, they also indicate that the number of
women in church is greater than the number of men in all three years and in all age-groups
(with the exception of those aged 15 to 19 in 2005 and 2020, where 51% of these were male).

In 1990 44% of churchgoers were male, in 2005 43%, and in 2020 if trends continue
it will be 42%.  So the proportion of men is decreasing slowly.  The graphs also show that
while numbers overall have decreased since 1990 in al age groups, this is not so for those
65 and over who are increasing in numbers, for both men and women.

The average annual rate of decline for men overall between 1990 and 2020 is -1.4%
and  -1.1% for women.  These rates vary with age with more women leaving between 15 and
44 than men, whereas more men under 15 and aged 45 to 64 leave each year than women.

In 2015, 44% of the men in church were under 45, but 39% of women.  A similar
difference can be observed in every year, and reflects that most women live longer than men,
and therefore there are more women than men in church who are 45 and over. 

An Evangelical Alliance survey in 2012 (no later survey on this topic is known) found
that 13% of married Christian men had married a non-Christian woman and 23% of married
Christian women had married a non-Christian man.  A Langham Partnership study also in
2012 found 71% of church people were married, 77% of men and 67% of women.  

In 1995, 9% of Christian ministers were female, and 16% were in 2017 (18% if the
Roman Catholic and Orthodox priests are excluded since both these churches have no
women ministers).  In the Salvation Army 49% of leaders were female in 2017, 39% in the
Methodist Church, 33% in the United Reformed Church and 28% in the Church of England.
 

# Is there a gender imbalance in your church, and at what
particular age-range?  If so, how can your church’s message

and activities be made more relevant to men?
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Church Attendance by Ethnicity

Percentage of English churchgoers by ethnicity

Country W hite

%

Black

%

Indian¹

%

Chin-

ese²

%

Other

Asian

%

Other

Non-W

%

Base

(= 100% )

English Churchgoers 1998 88.1 7.2 1.5 1.5 1.0 0.7 3,714,700

English Churchgoers 2005 83.4 10.4 1.9 1.8 1.4 1.1 3,236,100

English Population 2005 89.2 3.5 5.0 0.5 1.2 0.6 50.8 m n

Scottish Churchgoers 2016 93.8 3.2 0.5 1.1 0.9 0.5 389,510

Scottish Population 2016 96.0 0.9 0.6 1.6 0.5 0.4 5.3 m n

¹ Indian = Indian/Pakistani/Bangladeshi  ² Chinese = Chinese/Korean/Japanese   Non-W  = Non-W hite

There are almost as many Black churchgoers as those of all other ethnicities
combined in both England and Scotland.  In both countries Black churchgoers as a
percentage of the total are about three times their strength in the overall population.   

Church attendance in
England by ethnicity

The Non-White churchgoing communities are also growing while the White
community decreases.  In Inner London in 2012 48% of total churchgoing was Black, a
percentage likely to have increased to 54% by 2017, more than half!

However, integration is also taking place.  In 2015 it was estimated that just under
half, 47%, of English congregations were totally White, while a fifth, 22%, had between 1 and
5% mixed (White and Non-White), 11% had between 6 and 10% mixed, and 12% between
11 and 40% mixed, with the remaining 8% more Non-White than White.  In Scotland these
percentages in 2016 were, respectively, 61%, 24%, 7%, 6% and 2%.

Why are these immigrant churches so successful?  Reaching out to others is
frequently their priority aim.  Another reason is the size of their vision.  Some of these
churches are very successful, like the Redeemed Christian Church of God which started in
the 1990s but which had planted 900 congregations by 2018.

# What are best ways of integrating immigrants into
church life? Which way could your church inaugurate?



Church Attendance and Environment

Church attendance in England by Environment, 1990-2020E

Year

City

Centre

%

Inner

 City

%

Council

Estate

%

Sub-

urban

%

Town

%

Other

built-up

%

Com m uter

Rural

%

Rem oter

Rural

%

Base

(= 100% )

1990 5 10 8 34 16 5 11 11 4,070,500

2005 5 12 7 36 17 4 11 8 3,236,100

2020E 6 14 6 36 17 4 10 7 2,786,300

Church attendance broken down by the environment in which congregations find
themselves is reasonably static.  There is a higher proportion of churchgoers in 2020 in the
Inner City than in 1990, and smaller on Council Estates (partly because of the decreasing
numbers of Roman Catholics in these areas).  

There are far fewer people worshipping in rural areas in 2020 than there were in
1990, a drop of 50% in numbers even if only a drop of a third in percentage terms.  This is
because of closing churches, smaller congregations, and less new people joining them.
While suburban areas are growing slightly in terms of a greater proportion of the whole, in fact
they will have dropped from 1.4 million attenders in 1990 to 1.0 million by 2020.  The 2020
proportions vary by denomination as the Table shows:

Denom ination

City

Centre

%

Inner

 City

%

Council

Estate

%

Sub-

urban

%

Town

%

Other

built-up

%

Com m uter

Rural

%

Remoter

Rural

%

Base

(= 100% )

Anglican 8 6 5 37 13 4 14 13  687,100

Baptist 3 6 3 44 20 2 15 7 238,200

Rom an Catholic 4 13  9 41 18 4   6 5 736,700

Independent 5 5 5 42 16 1 16 10  162,400

Methodist 3 5 5 40 24 5   8 10  161,600

New Churches 2 7 4 31 32 3 13 8 166,300

Orthodox 16  34  1 30 12 2   4 1   36,100

Pentecostal 8 38  9 20 13 5   6 1 446,600

URC 5 4 4 48 23 2   7 7   47,300

Sm aller Denom s. 5 7 5 42 23 3   9 6 104,000

TOTAL 6 14 6 36 17 4 10 7 2,786,300

A quarter of Anglican (27%) and Independent (26%) churches are rural; over half of
Pentecostal (55%) and Orthodox (51%) are urban – a huge contrast!  A third of New Churches
(32%) are in towns. 

# How can your church’s environment facilitate the growth of
your church?



Church Attendance by Denomination

 The number of denominations in the UK is slowly increasing, from 250 in 2000 to perhaps
257 in 2017.  They are divided into 10 groups for ease of analysis.

 Usual Sunday Church Attendance proportions, England, by Denomination, 1980-2030E

Year Anglican

%

Baptist

%

Rom an

Catholic

%

Indep-

endent

%

Method-

ist

%

New

Ch’ches

%

Ortho-

dox

%

Pente-

costal

%

URC

%

Sm aller

Denom s.

%

Base

(= 100% )

%  of 

Pop

%

1980 28 7 35 6 10 2 0   5 4 3 4,477,700 9.6

1990 28 7 32 6 10 4 0   6 4 3 4,070,500 8.5

2000 28 8 28 5 11 5 1   8 3 3 3,454,000 7.0

2010 26 8 28 6   7 6 1 12 2 4 3,368,300 5.8

2020E 25 8 26 6   6 6 1 16 2 4 2,786,300 4.9

2030E 20 9 26 6   4 6 2 22 1 4 2,398,700 4.0

Ch’ches = Churches   URC = United Reform ed Church   Denom s = Denom inations   Pop = population

In the 50 years covered by this Table, if the trends prove to be about correct, then
churchgoing in England would almost halve (down -46%).  However, in 2030 there would still
be 4% of the population in church on a Sunday morning.  

The two largest denominations, Anglicans and Catholics, both decline considerably,
largely because of the high numbers of elderly in Anglican churches (they could be 59% of
the total by 2030, an increase from 42% in 2015 and 29% in 2000).  The Methodists and URC
also decline significantly resulting in many church closures.  The Baptists and New Churches
(like Newfrontiers, Salt and Light and Vineyard) collectively grow in percentage terms,
although the Baptists decline in absolute numbers.

It is the Pentecostals who are seeing spectacular growth, largely due to the Black
churches.  The largest of these is the Redeemed Christian Church of God but Elim is also
large and growing, as are the Church of Pentecost, the Potters House Christian Fellowship
and the Mountain of Fire Ministries.  Others like the Assemblies of God, the Apostolic Church
and the New Testament Church of God, are all significant groups, but currently declining. 

The many immigrant churches are within the “Smaller Denominations” group and
tend to attract those who speak the same language or come from the same country, and are
mostly non-Charismatic.  The Black churches seek those who live in their neighbourhood, so
plant when many live in a certain area, and are mostly Charismatic.  Other growth comes from
careful Biblical preaching (especially the larger Evangelical churches), new styles of worship
(such as Hillsong and Messy Church), or gaining people through many community activities.

# Growth is usually preceded by a clear vision for outreach. 
How would your church answer the question God asked Elijah,

“What are you doing here?”



Church Attendance by Churchmanship

Churchmanship, or a church’s “ethos,” was originally measured in 1989 by asking
ministers how they would define their congregation.  They were requested to tick up to three
boxes out of 10: Anglo-Catholic, Broad, Catholic, Charismatic, Evangelical, Liberal, Low
Church, Orthodox, Radical or Other (please state), and the groups used for analysis came
from the various combinations of their ticks.  Subsequent Censuses used the same
groupings. 

“Broad Evangelical” are those who ticked both “Broad” and “Evangelical” and
“Charismatic Evangelical” likewise.  There were a few who ticked both Charismatic and
Catholic, but these are included within “Catholic”.   “Mainstream Evangelical” are those ticking
only “Evangelical,” the word “Mainstream” being used to distinguish this group from the other
two, and is not connected to the various Mainstream bodies subsequently so named. 

Year

Broad

Evangelical

%

M ainstream

Evangelical

%

Charism atic

Evangelical

%

Evangelical

TOTAL

%

Anglo-

Catholic

%

Broad

%

Catholic

%

Liberal

%

Low

Church

%

Others

%

Base

(=100% )

  1990  8 12 14 34 4 10 32 11 7 2 4,070,500

2000 7 16 15 38 5 10 28 10 7 3 3,454,000

2010 4 21 16 41 5   9 26   9 7 3 3,068,300

2020E 3 25 16 44 5   8 26   7 6 4 2,786,300

2030E 2 31 17 50 5   6 25   5 6 3 2,398,700

The fastest growing group is the Mainstream Evangelicals, while Catholics (who are
not just Roman Catholics but include Anglicans and a few others also) are declining.  So are
those who are Broad and Liberal.

In 2005, a quarter, 24%, of Mainstream Evangelicals were Anglicans, and almost as
many, 21%, were Pentecostals, with Baptists 18% of the total, Independents 13% and New
Churches 12%.  3% were Roman Catholics. 

In Scotland in 2016 the percentages were 35% Evangelical (29% of which were
Church of Scotland, 20% Independent, 13% Pentecostal, 11% Baptist), 32% Catholic, 13%
Reformed (a term only used in Scotland), and 16% Broad /Liberal.  

In both England and Scotland it is the Evangelicals who have the youngest average
age and the Broad/Liberals who have the highest.  An analysis by gender showed that in
Scotland, but not England, similar proportions of both genders were present in all church-
manships, except Liberals, who had twice as many women pro rata as men (9% to 4%).

# In what ways could you/your church help Christian people
towards an outlook and lifestyle for effective growth?  How far
does your churchmanship encourage the growth (or lack of it)

of your church and the motivation of your congregation?



Further copies of this booklet are available.  Please order below
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statistics I know” (an Anglican Bishop in 2017)
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9 Please send me a free sample copy of FutureFirst with subscription details

9 Please send me a copy of UK Church Statistics (see over for details) for £28

9 I enclose a cheque made out to “Peter Brierley” for £ ____ 

9 Please send with an invoice

9 I wish to pay by BACS to NatWest Bank Sort Code 60-21-28, Account No.: 

     5511 7120, Name: Brierley Consultancy

Title:         Name:
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Address:

Postcode:
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of query: Date:

ADBC Publishers, The Old Post Office, 1 Thorpe Avenue,
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Most of the statistics in this booklet have
come from this book, published December
2017.  Its 180 pages contain details of some
250 denominations in the UK broken into 10
convenient groupings, giving details of
membership, number of churches and
ministers for each year from 2012 through to
2017 and a forecast, often provided by the
denominations themselves, for 2022. 

The 10 groupings are: Anglicans, Baptists,
Catholics, Independent Churches (including
the Brethren), Methodists, New Church
streams (like Newfrontiers and Vineyard),
Orthodox, Pentecostal, Presbyterian and
then a final section for all the other Smaller
Denominations (including the immigrant
churches).  There are a number of places
where greater attention is paid to particular
denominations.

There is a whole section looking in detail at
Scottish church attendance, especially in the
32 Councils in Scotland, and a further

section on mostly English church attendance.  

Another section looks at various social statistics which relate to religion (like
number of baptisms), an overseas section with particular reference to Christianity in

Sub-Saharan Africa, a section with 6 long essays and a 1,200 word index.

“I’m extremely impressed by this publication [UK Church Statistics No 2]. 

Rarely have I found a reference book on any topic that is this

comprehensive, detailed, and easy to navigate.  It’s an excellent piece of

work; thank you for your efforts in producing it.”  (From a Market and

Competitor Intelligence Executive in a key insurance company).

To order your copy, please use the form on inside back cover.
The cost is £28 including postage and packing.

ADBC Publishers are part of Brierley Consultancy which began in 2007.
We help build strategic vision for churches and Christian agencies,

undertake research and interpretation for leaders, and enable directional
thinking in churches or agencies using the latest analyses of church life

in the UK and globally.




